
FAQ
ELIGIBILITY

Is there an age limit or a disadvantage being a mature-aged applicant?

There is no age limit or disadvantage being a mature-aged applicant! We encourage adults (18+) of 
all ages to apply.

I’m an Australian citizen currently residing outside of Australia, does my location matter and 
am I eligible?

You can live anywhere in the world. You are eligible if you are an Australian citizen or permanent 
Australian resident.

I am not an Australian citizen, but i can get citizenship, will you consider me?

You must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident at the time of your application.

I'm an Australian citizen but an American permanent resident can i still apply?

Dual citizens are eligible, or you can be an Australian citizen with permanent residency in a different 
country, or a permanent resident of Australia but a citizen of a different country.

Are women considered historically-excluded?

Yes.

What does culturally diverse mean?

Cultural diversity may include language, religion, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender or age.

How do you define ‘emerging’?

For UNTAPPED, when we say “emerging” we are generally referring to early-career writers and 
directors. Most importantly, we are seeking individuals or teams with demonstrated talent and 



commitment to their careers, but who do not currently have the access and opportunity to take their 
careers to the next level.

I have a short film(s) on the festival circuit, am I eligible?

Yes, you are eligible.

I was a participant in a similar program (e.g., accelerator program / talent camp), am I eligible?

Yes, you are still eligible.

I am an alumna / alumnus of a film school, am I eligible?

All film school alumni are eligible.

I am a full-time student in a different field, am I eligible?

UNTAPPED is a professional development program. Please do not apply if you are a full-time 
student.

Can we apply as a team of three?

Unfortunately, we do not accept teams of threes. Two is the maximum number of applicants you can 
have.

I'm an emerging screenwriter working on a concept with another emerging screenwriter, can 
we apply as a team?

Yes, you may apply as a team of two consisting of either two writers, two directors or a writer and a 
director.

Can I apply with more than one project?

You can only apply with one project as the primary applicant. You may however apply as a co-
applicant on a second submission.

What does “in development” mean exactly?  Do I have to have producers or other big 
talent/execs attached to my script?

We are open to projects at any stage of development as long as you submit a completed script or 
detailed treatment for the project. You do not need any attachments.



My project is under consideration for Screen Australia (or other government screen agency) 
development funding, am I still eligible?

Yes, you are still eligible. If your project is sold to a third party after the commencement of 
UNTAPPED, you will no longer be eligible for the Development Lab.

 

MATERIALS

Do you accept documentaries?

No, you cannot apply for UNTAPPED with materials for a documentary.

Do you accept short films concepts?

No, we do not accept short films. You must apply with an idea for a feature film or series.

Do you accept projects inspired by real events / true stories / real people?

Your project can be based on real events, true stories, or real people. However, they need to be in the 
public domain, free of copyright issues, or you must have obtained the necessary underlying rights to 
source material, IP or life rights. Your project must be a narrative (scripted) feature film or series, not a 
documentary.

I have a unique idea; are you open to all stories?

We are excited by things which are wildly creative and out of the box!

My script has been optioned by a third-party producer / production company; can I apply with 
the same script?

No. If your project has been optioned or sold to a third party, the project is not eligible for UNTAPPED.

What materials should I submit?

Please refer to the UNTAPPED main website. The most important materials are a detailed treatment 
or complete feature or pilot screenplay, but we also encourage you to submit supplemental materials 
such as a lookbook or series pitch document. If you are applying as a director, you must submit a link 



to a directing work sample. We want to see everything you have. The more specific you are, the 
better. Good additional materials can make your application stronger.

Can directors show previous work?

Directors are required to include a link to prior work.

What do you want to see in a directing work sample?

Please select what you consider to be your best work that is most relevant to the submitted project. 
The sample should help to demonstrate your visual storytelling ability. Directing reels will not be 
accepted as a sample. We will watch one work sample only. Please do not submit multiple samples. If 
you are directing us to your website, please specify what film or video you would like the committee to 
review. Make sure to include the password if the link is protected.

I’m a writer, can I attach a sample of my previous work?

Writers don’t need to show samples of work unrelated to the project they are applying to UNTAPPED 
with. You only need to show us your materials (treatment or screenplay) for the project you wish to 
develop during UNTAPPED.

Are you looking for anything specific?

We are not looking for a specific genre at all, we are open to any kind of story.

How can my application stand out?

Articulate your goals for your career and what you hope to gain from the program. Convey your 
passion and why it is so important for you to tell this story. We want projects which have a unique and 
authentic perspective, something only you can make!

Can an applicant change their project to a different one during the program?

Please reach out to us, we will address this on a case-by-case basis only.

May I reapply to untapped with the same project as last year?

Yes, you may reapply with the same project you submitted previously; however, we encourage you to 
re-apply only if there have been significant changes to the script. We advise that you articulate in your 
application how you have continued to develop the project and your artistic career since you last 
applied.



MENTORSHIP

How do participants get matched with mentors?

Development Lab participants will be paired with their mentors by Australians in Film staff in 
consultation with mentors.

MASTERCLASSES

When do the masterclasses take place?

The Masterclasses will take place over Zoom once or twice a month. They will be scheduled to take 
place between 9am-12pm Sydney time, for approximately 90 minutes . If you cannot attend, you will 
be given access to watch it online.

What is the schedule for the untapped development lab?

The schedule for the Lab is being finalized, but we will meet a few times a month from August through 
to December 2025. We don’t have a set schedule for the one-on-one meetings with mentors, they will 
be more flexible. This is not a full-time program; we will meet a few times a month in group sessions 
and individual one-on-one meetings.

Would it be possible to apply to be part of the masterclasses only, or would we have to have a 
project in development as well?

You must apply to UNTAPPED to be invited to attend the Masterclasses and you must have a project 
in development to apply for UNTAPPED. Our goal is to help and support you to develop your project 
during this program.

How will i find out if i’m accepted or not?

We will notify everyone directly via email, whether or not you are accepted.

Are the masterclass speakers involved in the selection process?



No, the Masterclass speakers are not involved in the selection process. AiF staff will oversee the 
selection process.

How many people will read my application?

Every project will be read at least once and may be read up to four times.

Will I receive feedback on my application?

Unfortunately, due to the high number of applications, we are unable to provide individual feedback.

GENERAL QUESTIONS

Will the entire program be online, is any travel involved?

This entire program will be online through Zoom, you do not need to travel at all.

Should I submit asap?

Submission order is not taken into consideration. Please don’t rush your submissions, take your time 
to finish off the application properly because you only have one chance to submit this time. Be very 
clear in your application.

Will you have closed captioning?

Yes, we will have closed captioning for the Masterclasses.

Do you take the intellectual property?

No, we do not. You own 100% of the IP.

Will you grant any application deadline extensions?

No extensions will be given.

Will you grant an application fee waiver if I am unable to afford it?

Australians in Film will consider a fee waiver for the UNTAPPED application. Please email 
untapped@australiansinfilm.org with a description of your financial hardship.



If you have any other questions, please email untapped@australiansinfilm.org

 


